Effects of benzodiazepine receptor ligands on isolated rat superior cervical ganglia neurons.
We studied the effects of diazepam, CL 218,872, Ro 15-1788, beta-CCM and Ro 15-4513 on the gamma-aminobutyric acid-activated current in adult and newborn rat superior cervical ganglion neurons. Diazepam (10-1,000 nmol/l) potentiated the current in a concentration-dependent manner. CL 218,872 was less effective and weaker than diazepam. The other ligands reduced the amplitude of the current. These peripheral receptors might be involved in some of the side effects of benzodiazepines.